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Title of Project Status Ongoing

Multiple Species Database Maintenance

Project Description

The project maintains databases on individual occurrences of spotted, great gray, elf, and barred owls, bald
eagles, tricolored blackbirds, Point Arena mountain beavers, and California red tree voles. This maintenance effort
provides information directly Biological Observation and Information System (BIOS), a system used to share
spatial, qualitative, and quantitative information of biological observations with Department personnel and
eventually with selected external partners. Department collaborators include biologists, planners, and
environmental impact evaluators. Outside collaborators include other state, federal, and local agencies and the
private sector (particularly private industrial timber companies), most of which are required by regulations and
internal policies to use a large portion of the project’s information on an ongoing basis.

For the last two years the Resource Assessment Program (RAP) has assisted in funding a temporary employee to
gather, analyze, enter, and distribute the observation data compiled by the program. This temporary employee
also has supervised other RAP-funded temporaries.

Objectives:

Accomplishments

» Updated databases for the four species of owls, bald eagle, tricolored blackbird, and are in the process for the
California red tree vole.

» Have added an average of 6,800 spotted owl records per year to the Spotted Owl Database during this project.
There are now over 83,000 observations records in this database.

» Have created BIOS data sets (seven feature classes or layers) and have made these data available on the BIOS
web site for the four owl species.

« Are currently creating data sets for bald eagles and tricolored blackbirds.

» Have responded to about 100 direct requests for location and status information on spotted owls per year during
the course of this project.

Findings/Observations/Issues

* BIOS website ArcIMS application displaying spotted, barred, great gray, and elf owl data collected by this project.
http://moiis06.geo.dfg.ca.gov/Viewer-4.5/bios/app.htm

« Department personnel use the databases to:
o Track species’ distribution and status;
o Comment on species and land management planning proposed or made by other agencies;

o Comment on proposed species and land management regulations; and
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	Project Title: Multiple Species Database Maintenance 
	Accomplishments: ·	Updated databases for the four species of owls, bald eagle, tricolored blackbird, and are in the process for the California red tree vole.
·	Have added an average of 6,800 spotted owl records per year to the Spotted Owl Database during this project.  There are now over 83,000 observations records in this database.

·	Have created BIOS data sets (seven feature classes or layers) and have made these data available on the BIOS web site for the four owl species.
·	Are currently creating data sets for bald eagles and tricolored blackbirds.
·	Have responded to about 100 direct requests for location and status information on spotted owls per year during the course of this project.
·	Have responded to about 20 direct requests per year for location and status information on other species during the course of this project.
·	Have produced annual updates of the spotted owl database for use by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection in providing required information needed by Registered Professional Foresters for preparing Timber Harvest Plans.

	Description: The project maintains databases on individual occurrences of spotted, great gray, elf, and barred owls, bald eagles, tricolored blackbirds, Point Arena mountain beavers, and California red tree voles.  This maintenance effort provides information directly Biological Observation and Information System (BIOS), a system used to share spatial, qualitative, and quantitative information of biological observations with Department personnel and eventually with selected external partners.  Department collaborators include biologists, planners, and environmental impact evaluators.  Outside collaborators include other state, federal, and local agencies and the private sector (particularly private industrial timber companies), most of which are required by regulations and internal policies to use a large portion of the project’s information on an ongoing basis.

For the last two years the Resource Assessment Program (RAP) has assisted in funding a temporary employee to gather, analyze, enter, and distribute the observation data compiled by the program.  This temporary employee also has supervised other RAP-funded temporaries.

Objectives:
·	To track the range, distribution, and abundance of these species.
·	To be able to monitor the site occupation of a portion of the statewide population.
·	To provide the information needed to evaluate specific project proposals and make the best evaluation to avoid or minimize impacts to these species at the local, site-specific level.
·	To provide the information needed to carry out land management and planning at the land-ownership level.
·	To provide biologists with location and site history information to facilitate research.
·	To identify where and when interspecies competition is occurring and may become a problem.


	Findings: 
·	BIOS website ArcIMS application displaying spotted, barred, great gray, and elf owl data collected by this project.http://moiis06.geo.dfg.ca.gov/Viewer-4.5/bios/app.htm

·	Department personnel use the databases to:
o Track species’ distribution and status;
o Comment on species and land management planning proposed or made by other agencies;
o Comment on proposed species and land management regulations; and 
o Work with agency planners and land owners and managers to reduce or eliminate impacts on these species.
·	Other agency participants and their role:
o The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF) regulates the timber harvest on non-federal lands in California.  Board of Forestry regulations require that Registered Professional Foresters use the Spotted Owl Database in preparing timber harvest plans in the range of the northern spotted owl.
o Both the California Department of Transportation and Department of Parks and Recreation use the database information for project analysis.
o The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) uses database information as a regulator in checking consistency on all timber harvesting in the State for compliance with the Federal Endangered Species Act.  In this aspect, they also provide owl data from timber harvest plans for inclusion into the Spotted Owl Database.  They also use these databases to determine and track spotted owl population status and make species status determinations.
o The US Forest Service (USFS) and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) use the database information to do land management and planning, often across large areas.  They also supply observation records to the Department.
o The Federal Emergency Management Agency and BLM use database information to assist in doing project evaluations.
o National Park Service provides observation information to the databases and uses database information to determine the species’ status on their lands.

o The Department also has joint cooperative agreements with CDF, USFS, and  USFWS on how spotted owl observation information will be managed, shared and distributed.
o Some county planning departments use database information to assure that local planning follows State laws and regulations.
·	Other outside participants and their role:
o Timber companies, Registered Professional Foresters, forestry and wildlife consultants are required to use the Spotted Owl Database in preparing timber harvest plans in the range of the northern spotted owl.  They also are beginning to use the databases for similar activities in the Sierra Nevada.  These same groups are also major providers of observation information.
o Consultants use the databases to get information for assessing potential project impacts.
o Timber company, timber industry, university, and USFS researchers use the databases for species and habitat research, land management planning, and habitat conservation plan planning.  They also provide observation data.
o Environment groups use the database information for environmental planning.
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